
Battery 101 For The Average Electric Golf Cart Owner 

 

This Document uses information provided by Trojan Batteries to educate the reader on the use and care of deep 

cycle flooded batteries used in most golf carts 

Golf Cart battery chargers have a logic circuit that determines the voltage of the battery before turning on. 

In the case of the EZGO PowerWise charger, the logic board is actually powered by the DC voltage from the golf 

car. If there is no voltage in the batteries, the logic board does not even activate.  

In a normal situation, the logic board gets its current from the cart through the small red wire in the DC power 

cord. That current powers up the board and the board determines if the voltage is within a certain range. 

On a 36 volt system, that range is somewhere between about 30 volts and 39 volts. When the charger sees 

voltage in that range, it closes a relay and sends power to the transformer which sends a DC current to the golf 

cart. When the charge reaches certain parameters, the relay opens and the charge is complete.  

In the case of the PowerWise charger, the charger will NOT restart by itself if the plug is left in the cart. In order 

to restart the charger, you need to unplug the DC cord from the cart plug it in again, restarting the process. 

If the batteries are dead and the charger won't start there is a way to get it started, you will need to charge the 

batteries with a 12 Volt automotive battery charger and charge them (6 Volt) two at a time in "Series" for 30 

minutes or so. This will bring the cart voltage into range to start the charger. 

 

Charging Dead Golf Cart Batteries Manually 

How to Test Golf Cart Batteries 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALvkrJmTD6w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jAC5CSt-e2U


 

 

 

 





 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 







 

 

  



 

 



 

 


